
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

1) Peter Smith, Smithcraft Architecture, on  

behalf of ELC – May 4, 2022 

2) Ian MacDonald – August 25, 2022 

3) Sharilyn Sweet – August 25, 2022 

4) Sy Rodgers – August 25, 2022 

5) Jason Sadler – August 26, 2022 

6) John Foster – August 25, 2022 

7) Ruth Foster – August 24, 2022 

8) John Reynolds – August 26, 2022 

9) Don Babineau – August 25, 2022 

10) Sharilyn Sweet & Brian Ashford – 
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12) Belle Bojanowski – August 25, 2022 
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15) Cheryl Papove – August 24, 2022 
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17) Brian Ashford – August 24, 2022 

18) Adrienne Peacock – August 24, 2022 

19) Sy Rodgers – August 24, 2022 

20) Jennifer Rodgers – August 24, 2022 

21) Colleen MacDonald – August 24, 2022 

22) Ron Davis – August 24, 2022 

23) Shane Lander – August 24, 2022 

24) Robert Wilson – August 24, 2022 

25) Zachary Kyra-Derksen – August 22, 2022 

26) Suzanne Kyra – August 22, 2022 

27) Tony Spence – August 20, 2022 

28) Lynda Spence – August 17, 2022 

29) Brian Ashford, Sy Rodgers & Lynda 

Spence – August 16, 2022 

30) Deborah Struk – August 11, 2022 

31) John Stubbs – August 11, 2022 

32) Brian Hirsch – August 9, 2022 

33) Brian Hirsch – July 28, 2022 

34) Deborah Struk – July 19, 2022 

35) Nancy Johnston – July 19, 2022 

36) Don Babineau – July 15, 2022 

37) Fraser & Cathy MacDonald – July 14, 2022 

38) Peter & Kate Spence – July 10, 2022 

39) Sandra Rietchel – July 3, 2022 

40) Laurie Fraser – June 29, 2022 

41) David Barwin – June 28, 2022 

42) Sherry Chisholm – July 21, 2022 

43) Sherry Chisholm – July 21, 2022  

44) Sherry Chisholm – August 20, 2022 
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Distribution: 
 
Bryant Ko, President  ELC Canada 
Alexis Smith   Smithcraft Architecture 
Dennis Back   Village of Belcarra, Acting Chief Administration Officer 
Richard White   RWPAS Ltd. 
Andrew Cuthbert  Urban Systems 

               
 
Dear Andrew Cuthbert, 
 

The Evangelical Layman’s Church of Canada (ELC) would like to formally amend the Official Community Plan (OCP), 
which is currently undergoing review, to allow for a portion of the ELC owner lands at the former Camp Howdy to be 
permanently rezoned to commercial to allow for ELC’s current and future plans of operation.  

ELC has owned their property since they purchased it from the YMCA in 2006. Since then, they have sought to maintain 
the pristine natural environment they own in Farrer Cove. Evangelical Laymen’s Church of Canada (Vancouver) is a non-
denominational Christian church dedicated to spreading the truth of the gospel. It was incorporated on June 2, 2005, as 
a religious, charitable and educational organization. 
 
ELC is one part of a body of approximately 50,000 members in over 40 countries. Along with its sister churches such as 
ELC Europe and ELC US. ELC continues its work through missions in Asia, Europe, and the Americas and through its 
media arm. 
 
ELC is excited for our plans for the future of Camp Howdy in the community. It is our intention to create valued events 
and operate to be an integral part of the community. 
 
We have been creating some excitement through our annual tea festival, bread and tea workshops, and the tearoom. 
We are operating these events with the mindset of creating minimal impact on traffic and our surrounding environment. 

As per the current OCP dated June 27, 2011, Section 3.1.1 of the Land Use Policies, it is clear that the Village of 
Belcarra acknowledged that the Camp Howdy property could undergo a development of the land as a Comprehensive  
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Development Zone. ELC has no intention of developing the property as a residential property, but as a commercial 
property for the benefit of the local community and adjacent towns and cities. 

The OCP further mentions that access is a key issue to be resolved in the event of development. ELC and the Farrer 
Cove Road committee is currently working with regional stakeholders to provide a road from Senkler Road in Belcarra 
to Farrer Cove along the current BC Hydro right of way. ELC has conducted both a civil and geotechnical investigation 
and there appears to be no physical impediment to providing the road. ELC and the Farrer Cove residents have also 
indicated that the construction and maintenance of the road will be done through federal and provincial grants and the 
residents of Farrer Cove. ELC and the residents have clearly indicated that there will be no financial burden on either 
the City of Port Moody or the Village of Belcarra for this project. 

When ELC originally purchased the property, it was with the full understanding that permanent access will be by water 
should a new road not be feasible. To this end, ELC has made plans for a ferry boat that can carry approximately 75 
people to their facility. The plans are in place and can proceed when the time is convenient. This ferry would operate 
from a local marina with adequate parking to the current dock at Camp Howdy. ELC sees the adding of the road as 
valuable for the residents of Farrer Cove and for life safety and forest fire reasons, and ELC does not see the road as 
an impediment to the operation of the future commercial uses as alternate plans are in place. 

ELC also underwent a public process to establish a TUP for the current operation of their commercial activities. The 
TUP was formally granted in October 2021 and has been in place for approximately 6 months. The TUP is for three 
years, at which time it may be renewed for another 3 years upon application for renewal. ELC would like to see 
approximately 15 acres of their 80-acre property rezoned permanently to commercial to operate a Wellness Centre and 
Retreat building. Please refer to Exhibit A for the proposed boundary for the commercial activities. 

ELC has a mandate to provide wellness and health, both physically and spiritually, for both their members and the 
broader community. ELC owns several properties around the world and has a group of physicians that work within the 
church to advance the health of all humankind. The Wellness Centre would further this by offering organic food at the 
tearoom and bakery operations, a gallery for ELC owned art and community art, a gathering space for both member and 
the public, a spa for wellness, and a beautifully landscaped area for outdoor gathering, meditation and reflection. 

The Retreat building would replace the existing cabins which are old and need to be deconstructed. ELC currently has a 
capacity of 200 beds with the cabins currently in place, and this capacity would be maintained with the new retreat 
building. It is ELC’s intention to not expand on its current situation but to re-organize it into a modern cohesive whole 
that can support its functions and the community well into the future. 

To this End, ELC will be using sustainable construction processes and materials wherever possible, and the goal is to 
have the entire facility off the grid. ELC is goal oriented to maintain the natural environment on their property and they 
have clearly mandated that no residential development will occur on their property. It is also ELC’s mandate to operate 
within the goals of the Village of Belcarra’s OCP guidelines. 

Please refer to the attached Exhibits for additional information: 

1. Exhibit A: Proposed Commercial Boundary 
2. Exhibit B: Proposed Site Plan 
3. Exhibit C: Operations 
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It is our hope to be included in the current OCP as an active participant in the process and the permanently rezone the 
identified portion of the ELC lands at Camp Howdy to be commercial. We feel the proposal is to the benefit of the 
Village of Belcarra and the larger community for many years into the future. This development will also serve to protect 
the ELC lands as a natural and protected habitat for future generations to enjoy. 

Please feel free to contact myself should you have any questions or concerns regarding our request to rezone the ELC 
property at Camp Howdy. We look forward to working with the OCP Committee and the Village of Belcarra to make this 
project a success we can all be proud of. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Peter Smith, Architect AIBC, Principal 
peter@smithcraftarchitecture.ca 
604-506-0699 
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ELC OPERATIONS

CHURCH OPERATIONS

CHURCH GATHERING ON SUNDAYS (11AM-7PM) - APPROXIMATELY 70 PEOPLE

CHURCH GATHERING ON SATURDAYS (2-11PM) - APPROXIMATELY 20 PEOPLE

CHURCH GATHERING ON TUESDAYS (7-11PM) - APPROXIMATELY 20 PEOPLE

CHURCH GATHERING ON WEDNESDAYS (7-11PM) - APPROXIMATELY 20 PEOPLE

2 GOSPEL CONFERENCES (USUALLY MARCH AND AUGUST: MONDAY-FRIDAY: 8PM-11PM) - APPROXIMATELY 70 PEOPLE

ABOUT 2 CHILDREN’S CAMPS (USUALLY IN MARCH AND AUGUST: MONDAY-FRIDAY: SLEEP AT THE CAMP) - APPROXIMATELY 20 PEOPLE

COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS

ANNUAL TEA FESTIVAL (THE 2ND AND THE 3RD WEEKENDS IN JULY CONSISTING OF 2 FRIDAYS, 2 SATURDAYS, 2 SUNDAYS : 11AM-7PM)

APPROXIMATELY 5 WORKSHOPS A YEAR (BREAD AND TEA WORKSHOPS USUALLY ON SATURDAYS: 9AM-9PM) - APPROXIMATELY 16 PARTICIPANTS

TEA ROOM (FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS: 11AM-4PM, OPEN MORE DAYS AND LONGER HOURS IN SUMMER WEATHER PERMITTING)

PROPOSED COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS

WELLNESS CENTRE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMTOING COMMUNITY WELL-BEING

MEETING/GATHERING HALL FOR CHURCH GATHERINGS AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

SPA FOR WELL-BEING

RESTAURANT SERVING ORGANIC FOODS

GALLERY AVAILABLE FOR ELC ART COLLECTION, PUBLIC DISPLAYS, AND LOCAL ARTISTS

RETREAT FOR GUESTS

EVANGELICAL LAYMEN’S CHURCH OF CANADA (VANCOUVER) IS A NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHRISTIAN CHURCH DEDICATED TO SPREADING THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. IT WAS INCORPORATED
ON JUNE 2, 2005 AS A RELIGIOUS, CHARITABLE AND EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATION.

ELC IS ONE PART OF A BODY OF APPROXIMATELY 50,000 MEMBERS IN OVER 40 COUNTRIES.
ALONG WITH ITS SISTER CHURCHES SUCH AS ELC EUROPE AND ELC US. ELC CONTINUES
ITS WORK THROUGH MISSIONS IN ASIA, EUROPE, AND THE AMERICAS AND THROUGH ITS
MEDIA ARM.

ELC IS EXCITED FOR OUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF CAMP HOWDY IN THE COMMUNITY.
IT IS OUR INTENTION TO CREATE VALUED EVENTS AND OPERATE TO BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE
COMMUNITY.

WE HAVE BEEN CREATING SOME EXCITEMENT THROUGH OUR ANNUAL TEA FESTIVAL, BREAD
AND TEA WORKSHOPS, AND THE TEA ROOM. WE ARE OPERATING THESE EVENTS WITH THE
MINDSET OF CREATING MINIMAL IMPACT ON TRAFFIC AND OUR SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT.

DEVELOPMENT GOALS

SUSTAINABILITY

ENERGY EFFICIENT DESIGN WITH RENEWABLE ENERGY USE

COMMUNITY BUILDING

A PLACE TO BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER

FLEXIBLE SPACE

ALLOW FOR A WIDE VARIETY OF USES

RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

INCORPORATE AND RESPECT THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
NATURE THAT IS AFFECTED IS TO BE REPLACED IN AN APPROPRIATE MANNER

MEDITATIVE

MAINTAIN THE BEAUTY OF NATURE AND PEOPLE'S EXPERIENCE OF IT
PROMOTE WELL-BEING

RESPECT FOR THE UNCEDED LANDS OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTUTH NATION

ENGAGEMENT OF THE TSLEIL-WAUTAUTH NATION AS PART OF THE DEVELOPMENT PROCES

DEVELOPMENT GUIDING PRINCIPLES

INVISIBLE FROM THE MAIN LAWN WITH USE OF NATIVE PLANTING, GREEN ROOF, AND POSSIBLE 
WATER FEATURE

PRESERVE VIEWS OUTWARD OVER THE WATER BY BUILDING INTO CLIFF AND CANTILEVERING 
BUILDING OVER WATER

VISIBLE PRIMARILY FROM THE WATER

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT WITH ALL ENERGY REQUIRED FOR ELC PROPERTY PRODUCED ON SITE

PROVIDE ADVANCED ENERGY EFFICIENCY FEATURES SUCH AS USE OF DURABLE RECYCLAABLE 
MATERIALS AND PASSIVE HOUSE TECHNOLOGY

AVAILABLITY FOR VILLAGE EVENTS AND COMMUNITY MEETINGS

ENGAGEMENT OF STAKE HOLDERS IN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS INCLUDING TSLEIL-WAUTAUTH 
NATION, VILLAGE OF BELCARRA, PORT MOODY, AND PARKS BOARD
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