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Belcarra Regional Park to Become təmtəmíxʷtən/Belcarra Regional Park  

Name update reflects important milestone in relationship between  
Tsleil-Waututh Nation and Metro Vancouver  

Today, Metro Vancouver and Tsleil-Waututh Nation announced that Belcarra Regional Park 

will become known as təmtəmíxʷtən/Belcarra Regional Park — a new name that reflects the 

park’s history. 

təmtəmíxʷtən translates to “the biggest place for all the people” in the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓ language 

and the site is the largest of Tsleil-Waututh’s ancestral villages, primarily occupied as a winter 

village. Tsleil-Waututh had occupied təmtəmixʷtən since time out of mind until colonization 

and still has strong, ongoing cultural ties to this place. 

Tsleil-Waututh Nation Chief Jen Thomas said this is a significant day in fulfilling Tsleil-

Waututh’s mandate of putting the face of the Nation back on the territory. “The name 

təmtəmíxʷtən/Belcarra Regional Park supports in telling the story of Tsleil-Waututh. It shows 

both our Tsleil-Waututh community and members of the general public the importance of 

acknowledging and honouring Tsleil-Waututh’s history on this land and in these waters since 

time out of mind.” 

Metro Vancouver and Tsleil-Waututh have been working together on various projects since 

2016, including recent plans for the Belcarra Picnic Area, which encompasses the location of 

təmtəmixʷtən. 

“Metro Vancouver is pleased to bring greater public awareness of the Tsleil-Waututh Nation’s 

historical and present-day connections to these lands,” said Sav Dhaliwal, Chair of the Metro 

Vancouver Board of Directors. “We look forward to working together to maintain and enhance 

the park, which is one of the region’s most popular recreation destinations, while preserving in 

perpetuity any sites or features that have heritage, spiritual or cultural significance to the 

Tsleil-Waututh people.” 



Metro Vancouver and Tsleil-Waututh’s collaborative work highlights Tsleil-Waututh’s current 

and ancestral ties to this place, the importance of the regional park to the local public, and 

common interests on how to work together to protect, preserve and enhance 

təmtəmíxʷtən/Belcarra Regional Park for the benefit of present and future generations. In 

February 2020, Tsleil-Waututh and Metro Vancouver signed the Belcarra Regional Park 

Cultural Planning and Co-operation Agreement, formalizing the ongoing collaboration 

between the two parties. 

“The renaming of təmtəmíxʷtən/Belcarra Regional Park is another milestone in our ongoing 

work with Metro Vancouver,” said Tsleil-Waututh Chief Administration Officer Ernie George. 

“Over the coming months, we will work within our community to create signage for the park 

that includes artwork by a Tsleil-Waututh community member. Through our traditional name, 

language, and artwork being present in the park, Tsleil-Waututh is putting the face of our 

Nation back on the territory, demonstrating to our next generation the importance of being 

stewards of our lands and waters.” 

Over the course of the next several months, all of the signage in the park will be changed to 

reflect the new name, təmtəmíxʷtən/Belcarra Regional Park. 

"Doing our part to formally recognize the historical and cultural significance of this place has 

been an important focus for Metro Vancouver," said Jerry Dobrovolny, Metro Vancouver 

Commissioner and CAO. "It is paramount that we continue the journey of reconciliation and 

find ways to restore recognition of such lands as the territories of the Indigenous peoples and 

Nations in this region we call Metro Vancouver." 

An electronic media kit with audio pronunciation guide, park b-roll and images can be found 

here.  
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About Us 

Tsleil-Waututh Nation is one of many groups of Coast Salish peoples living in the Pacific 

Northwest. Oral history tells of up to 10,000 Tsleil-Waututh members living in the traditional 

territory prior to contact with Europeans. Tsleil-Waututh Ancestors' survival depended on 

seasonal cycles of hunting, harvesting and preserving foods, and on trade with neighbours. 

Tsleil-Waututh have a Sacred Trust, a responsibility, to care for and restore traditional territory 

to its former state as a healthy environment built on reciprocal relationships and respect. 

Today, Tsleil-Waututh has 600 members and is growing. The community draws on knowledge 

from Ancestors to reclaim territory and stewardship, revive traditions, and advance into a 

bright future. 

Metro Vancouver is a federation of 21 municipalities, one Electoral Area and one Treaty First 

Nation that collaboratively plans for and delivers regional-scale services. Its core services are 

drinking water, wastewater treatment and solid waste management. Metro Vancouver also 

regulates air quality, plans for urban growth, manages a regional parks system and provides 

affordable housing. The regional district is governed by a Board of Directors of elected officials 

from each local authority. 

               
 

       

 
 


