February 24, 2014.

Hon. Gail Shea, Minister
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
200 Kent Street, 13th Floor, Station 13E228
Ottawa, ON
K1A 0N6

Dear Minister Shea,
Re: Canadian Coast Guard ― Oil Spill Preparedness within British Columbia
Thank you for your letter of February 14th (attached) wherein you provide background
information regarding the Canadian Coast Guard (CCG) and Canada’s Marine Pollution
Preparedness and Response Regime. While this information is useful, your letter did not
address the issues that were raised.
In our letter of January 16th (attached) we expressed concern regarding the need for better
emergency preparedness by the federal government ― namely the Canadian Coast Guard ―
with respect to oil spills that may result due to both current and future shipments from British
Columbia ports. Specifically, we are concerned about emergency response plans (ERPs) within
Port Metro Vancouver, and in particular the necessity to develop comprehensive ERPs related
to the Westridge Marine Terminal (WMT) located in Central Burrard Inlet.
As your letter points-out, the federal government is very reliant on third parties owned and
operated by the oil companies such as the Western Canada Marine Response Corporation
(WCMRC), but there is no information regarding the CCG’s program to provide the proper
oversight necessary to ensure that:
 Appropriate emergency response plans (ERPs) are developed by WCMRC, including a
site-specific ERP for Central Burrard Inlet that is based on a rapid-response and
containment strategy utilizing ‘best available technology’;
 WCMRC personnel are properly trained and qualified based on documented training
standards and programs that include records of training received; and
 WCMRC demonstrates on an annual basis that its personnel can respond within a onehour timeframe to an unscheduled call-out at any time of day or night to oil spills in
Central Burrard Inlet.
What are the federal government’s plans to enhance CCG resources in British Columbia to
provide the additional oversight of WCMRC needed as a result of increased oil shipments from
Port Metro Vancouver?
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We would like to receive details regarding CCG’s audit program for WCMRC, and would also like
to see previous audit reports on WCMRC and its emergency preparedness programs. This
information does not appear to be available on the CCG website, and we respectfully suggest
that such information should be made available to the public.
We would also like to receive details regarding the process that CCG would undertake for an
oil spill clean-up in the event that a ship-owner, pipeline company or WCMRC failed to provide
an adequate response to an oil spill. Who would be responsible to make the decision that an
industry led response was inadequate, and once such a decision was made what resources
does CCG have beyond those available to the private sector to directly respond in such
circumstances?
The residents of British Columbia, and in particular the communities surrounding Burrard Inlet,
would appreciate a fulsome response from Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the Canadian
Coast Guard to these important questions and issues.

Sincerely,

Ralph Drew, Mayor
Village of Belcarra

RED/
cc: Hon. Lisa Raitt, Minister, Transport Canada
Hon. James Moore, MP, Port Moody–Westwood–Port Coquitlam
Hon. Fin Donnelly, MP, New Westminster–Coquitlam & Port Moody
Hon. Mary Polak, Minister, BC Ministry of Environment
Hon. Linda Reimer, MLA, Port Moody–Coquitlam
Robin Sylvester, CEO, Port Metro Vancouver
Darrell Desjardin, Director, Sustainable Development, Port Metro Vancouver
Naomi Horsford, Manager, Community Affairs, Port Metro Vancouver
Union of British Columbia Municipalities
Environment and Parks Committee, Metro Vancouver
Burrard Inlet Mayors and Councils

